Verb Complementation

Transitive – Intransitive – Ditransitive  -  Copulative - Complex Transitive –

Prepositional – Diprepositional – Phrasal Verbs

Introduction

Some verbs have multiple subcategorization frames.

Example 1 : SPREAD

1. She spread the butter. [transitive]

2. She spread the butter on the toast. [complex transitive]

3. The news spread quickly. [intransitive]

4. The water spread to the far corner. [prepositional]

Example 2 : SHOOT

1. The hunter shot the deer. [transitive]

2. The hunter shot the deer in the leg. [complex transitive]

3. The hunter shoots expertly. [intransitive]

4. The hunter shot at the deer. [prepositional]

A.  Transitive (or monotransitive) verbs: abbreviated [trans].
___NP
___S

The Complement of a transitive verb is called direct object (dO). A direct object is an NP which is sister of Vgr. The dO can also be a subordinate clause.

Examples

1. The child wanted a bicycle for Christmas.

2. John prefers a trip in a foreign country.

3. We found a student who speaks three African indigenous languages.

4. We recommend that more money be spent on education.

Illustration: p. 27 Exercise

Practice

1. found a website

2. learned a poem by Frost

3. know a very learned graduate student

B.  Intransitive verbs: abbreviated [intrans].
____ #

With an intransitive verb, no complement is required. Intransitive verbs frequently occur with optional adverbials.

Examples

1. The package has arrived.

2. After the argument, she left. 

3. They swam across the lake twice last week.

4. The workers struck last month.

5. When do we eat?

Illustration: page 28 Exercise

Practice: page 28 Homework

C. Ditransitive verbs: abbreviated [ditrans]
___NP1  NP2  
___NP2 PP[to/for NP1
Ditransitive verbs take two complements. NP1 serves the function of indirect object (iO), while NP2 serves the function of direct object (dO). The iO is the goal or benefactive of the action. It always denotes something which is animate or is conceived as animate.

Ditransitive verbs: buy, give, lend, send, mail, e-mail, tell, read, write, show, make, bake, pass, bring, save
Nonditransitive: *explain, *display, *donate, *put, *whisper, *reserve, *return, *answer

Examples

1. Henk sent Olga a letter.

2. Paul sent roses to his mother.

3. Could you lend me your book?

4. Susan made a dress for her friend.

Pronominalization

5. She wrote him a poem.  -  *She wrote her friend  it.

6. *She read him  it.            -   She read it to him  - 

Illustration: page 30 Exercise

Practice

1. saved a seat for his friend

2. pass me the bread 

3. gave it to them

D. Copula(tive) verbs: abbreviates [cop]
___NP 
___AP
___PP
___AdvP

The complement serves the function of subject complement (sC). A subject complement characterizes the subject: it identifies, locates, or describes the subject.

Copulative verbs: be, become, appear, seem, feel, grow, look

Examples

1. Bill became a teacher.

2. Bill seems happy.

3. Bill is in a good mood.

4. Bill looks well.

5. He lives alone.

6. My aunt is allergic to the roses in the garden.

7. Those other people are very distantly related to us.

Illustration: page 31 Exercise

Practice

1. grow wise

2. was in Boston

E. Complex transitive verbs: abbreviates [complex trans]
___NP  NP
___NP AP
___NP PP

They combine the transitive and the copulative structures. The first NP is the direct object. The second element is an object complement (oC) also known as object(ive) predicative. The object characterizes the object in the same way as the subject complement characterizes the subject.: it identifies, describes, or locates the object

Nonlocative verbs: find, consider, make, think, elect, call, hold, regard (as), take (for), devote (to)
Locative: hang, put, place, lay, set, touch, shoot, pierce
1. We consider Peter a good teacher.

2. They elected her chair.

3. They  made Paul Vice-president.

4. The committee considers Jane well-prepared.

5. They found him in the kitchen.

6. She laid (lay) the baby in the crib.

7. a.  The principal found the guilty trespassers. [transitive]

b.  The judge found the trespassers guilty. [complex transitive]

8. a.  He shot the deer in the park. [transitive + adverbial]

  
b.  He shot the deer in the leg. [complex transitive]

9. a.  The signs hung from the window. [prepositional]

b.  The kids hung the sign from the window. [complex transitive]

10. a.  She spread the butter. [transitive]

 
b.  She spread the butter on the toast. [complex transitive].

11. She locked the jewels in the safe. [complex transitive]

12. They pushed the table against the wall. [complex transitive]

13. She ate the food in the dark. [transitive + adverbial]

Illustration: page 33 Exercise

Explanation: page 34 Exercise

Practice

1.   We find the candidate attractive.

2.   We elected Joan president.

F.  Prepositional verbs: abbreviated [prep]
___PP

Locative: stand, lie, lean, hang, sit, flow, spread, go
Nonlocative: agree to, work for, depend on, concentrate on, look at/for/into/after, refer to, insist on, respond to, believe in, wait for, think of/about, live on, ask for, hear about/ from, laugh at, listen to, die from, drink to, apply for, rely on, succeed in, fall for, abide by, refer to, glance at, account for, reply to, absolve from, long for, yearn for, shoot at. 
In nonlocative, the verb and the preposition form a close syntactic and semantic unit. The particular preposition occurring with the verbs are idiosyncratic and must be learned. We call the PP a prepositional complement (pC).

Examples

1. The painter stood on the ladder.

2. We went to our relatives’ cabin.

3. Don’t lean on the wall!

4. The hunter shot at the deer.

5. The water spread to the far corner.

6. The dog growled at me.

7. He lives in town.

8. The train will arrive at the station.

9. We responded to the critics.

Illustration: page 35 exercise

Practice

1. stood at the intersection

2. depends on his best friend

G. Diprepositional verbs: abbreviated [diprep]
___PP PP

Diprepositional: argue with…about…,  confer with…about…, consult with… about…, talk to…about…http://www.public.asu.edu/~gelderen/314text/chap5.htm#adv
H. Phrasal verbs
____ part
See Handbook, page 37 and list below
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